
Pre- and Post-Evaluation
Vocabulary Match-Up
Draw connecting lines between words and their definitions.

Harem Order of mammals including seals, sea lions, and walruses

Molt Newborn elephant seal

Pinniped Male elephant seal that has secured dominance over other
male elephant seals for mating rights.

Proboscis Shedding of skin layer and connected hair to make way for
new skin and hair

Yearling Group of females associated with one male for protection
and reproduction

Weaner A long, flexible snout characteristic of adult male elephant
seals

Pup An animal that is one-year-old, or one that has not 
completed its second year

Alpha Bull Pup, under one year of age, that no longer relies on it’s
mothers milk

Elephant Seal History
Using the number 1 –9, put these events in chronological order.

Mexican government bans elephant seal hunting  

Fewer than 1,000 northern elephant seals remain  

Worldwide population reaches an estimated 150,000 animals

British whale and seal hunters record seeing northern elephant seals 
from Baja, California to Mexico.

Elephant seals return to Point Reyes Headlands

United States  bans elephant seal hunting  

Species Challenges
Circle factors that have a negative impact on the survival of elephant seals 
even today.

Hunting

Storms

Habitat loss

Habitat protection

Proximity (nearness) of people to elephant seal colonies

Disease

Educating people about elephant seals

Scent left behind by dogs
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Pre and Post Evaluation 
(continued)

Life Cycle Information — True or False?
T/F Elephant seals spend only 20% of their lives at sea.

T/F Elephant seal pups can swim as soon as they are born.

T/F Elephant seals haul out on land to molt, to mate, and to give birth.

T/F Male elephant seals will battle to gain a position as the top bull, or alpha.

National Park System
In your own words, describe the mission of the National Park Service.

Stewardship
What can you do to help elephant seals?  List your ideas on the back of this paper.


